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@ Clemens s year later with a can't-miss theme.

“MLt. Clemens was already established for fire-
works on these Friday nights,” Nieporte says. “So
our main thing was patriotic. It's fireworks and
flags and barbecue and everything that’s summer-
time in Michigan.”

Situated just 2 miles from Selfridge Air Nation-
al Guard Base, Stars & Stripes attracts a signif-
icant military-family presence, bills its food-ven-
dor array as “Taste of America” and features a

“Democracy’s Arsenal” mobile museum exhibit.

But music is undoubtedly the draw for many.

“We're pulling acts that have traditionally
played the big stage at DTE or Meadow Brook or
Freedom Hill," says Cassidy. “We firmly believe
this is the strongest musical lineup when it comes
to free festivals. Sometimes I think festivals focus
on a lot of things outside music. We have a core
music focus that we work on throughout the year.”

Nieporte estimates that about 40% of Stars &
Stripes visitors come from outside Macomb Coun-
ty, and that portion could grow with no Cityfest
drawing them to Detroit.

That’s been a bonanza for Mt. Clemens, says
Mayor Barb Dempsey.

“It sbsolutely does a lot for the economy and

patrons. “This was a weekend that used to be very
quiet, and they breathed life into downtown for
our merchants. I think it's the premier event for
the east side, and a lot of people feel the same way.
It"s just snowballed and gotien better each year.”
‘While the City of Mt. Clemens does not directly
finance the event, it offers a hand by reducing fees
for peruuu, water hookups and sheriff staffing.
Development

The Mt. Clemens Downtown
Asmcmtwmconh'lbumsswoooannuaﬂy The
fest budget is about $500,000 this year, says Nie-

Stars & Stripes hit the scene during an espe-
cially difficult era for free festivals. Amid econom-

with such big local players as Meijer
Energy, are ined to keep the fest free.
Their work is paying off. In addition to Stars &
Stripes and the St. Clair Riverfest (July 23-25 with
Candlebox and Great White), Funfest has taken on
two new events: the inaugural Uncle Sam Jam in
Woodhaven (July 8-11) and Waterford’s 10th annu-
al Quake on the Lake (July 15-18).
Both take cues from Stars & Stripes, right

Ranger playing Quake on the Lake.

*“Joe and I have committed our careers to these
events on a year-round basis,” says Cassidy. "As
soon as these events are over, we're planning
2017

the businesses downtown,” says Dempsey, who
notes that most shops will expand hours for fest

down to the music: Eddie Money is among the acts
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The 2010 Rockets, from left:
guitarist Jm McCGarty, drum-
mer Johnny (Bee) Badanjek,
singer Im Edwards, bassist
Marvin Conrad and keyboar-
dist Damny Taylor. The band
will play its first gig under
the old name at the Stars &
Stripes Festival.

Revamped
Rockets
ready to blast
off again
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or a performing artist, past ac-

complishments can be a mixed

blessing. They create swareness,
but they can also feel like haunting
ghosts of a former self. That's pretty
much the position Johnny (Bee) Badan-
jek and Jim McCarty have found them-
selves in, and the resurrection of their
band the Rockets can be sttributed to s
ghost that wouldn’t keep quiet and an
sudience that wouldn't let the group go.

Drummer Bee and guitarist McCar-

ty have been on-and-off professionsl

" partners since they were

Their first group, the Rivieras, became
the foundation for Mitch Ryder & the
. Detroit Wheels. That band aloneis a
ticket to rock 'n’ roll Valhalla, but for
Bee and McCarty it was only their
opening salvo. McCarty went on to
launch the heavy rock battlestar Cac-

tus, played with the Buddy Miles Ex-
press and Bob Seger, and jammed with
Jimi Hendrix. McCarty’s mastery of the

ist's guitarist, and the long list of his
admirers only begins with Eric Clapton.

blues is showcased in his group Mys-
tery Train. He is considered a guitar-

| 22 PLAY DETROIT FREE PRESS JULY 1- 7, 2010 WWW.FREEPCOM

Johnny Bee reteamed with Mitch
Ryder to launch the band Detroit be-
fore joining Edgar Winter's White

ROHARD BLORDY

Trash. He played with Seger, Alice
Cooper, Dr. John, Nils Lofgren, the
Romantics and too many others to list.
These days he plays regularly with the
Howling Disblos. McCarty and Bee are






